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1. Meet with the Manager or On-Site Contact to review Inspection Rights. 

 

2. Overview of the facility’s capabilities 

 

3. Review of compliance material 

 

4. Physical Inspection 

 

5.  Review inspection results with Manager/On-Site Contact 

 

 

 

Inspections are unannounced and can happen at any time of the day. 

   

 

Inspection Procedures 



1. Notification Form 

2. Operator Training Documentation 

3. Financial Assurance Mechanism/Pollution Liability 

Insurance 

4. Maintenance documentation of any work done on 

the UST System(s) 

5. 12 months of monthly release detection records 

6. Annual Maintenance and Calibration Certificate of 

the Monitoring System (if needed) 

7. Annual line leak detector test (If needed) 

8. Annual line tightness test (If needed) 

9. Cathodic Protection Documents (if needed) 

 9A.  3-yr cathodic protection test results 

 9B.  60-Day cathodic protection log  

Reviewed Documentation 



Beginning August 9, 2012, UST system operators are required to 

complete Class A, B, and/or C operator training. 

 

Operator Training 

Operator training is valid for up to 3 years unless retraining is required by 

ADEQ in response to non-compliance and in accordance with ARS § 49-

1083(D). 



CLASS A: Individuals have primary management responsibility for the 

operation, maintenance, and recordkeeping of the facility. Class A operator 

training must include: 

 

 

 

 

CLASS B: Individuals have a daily responsibility for the operation, 

maintenance, and record keeping of the facility. Class B operator training 

must include: 

 

 

 

CLASS C: Individuals have daily responsibility for the initial response to an 

alarm or other indication of an emergency caused by a release or suspected 

release. Class C operator training must include: 

 

 

 

Operator Training 

1) Notification under ARS § 49-1002  5) Closure under ARS § 49-1008  

2) Release detection under ARS § 49-1003  6) UST performance under ARS § 49-1009 

3) Reporting requirements under ARS § 49-1004 7) Delivery prohibition under ARS § 49-1023 

4) Financial responsibility under ARS § 49-1006 8) Training requirements under ARS § 49-1083 

1) Release detection under ARS § 49-1003  4) Delivery prohibition under ARS § 49-1023 

2) Reporting requirements under ARS § 49-1004 5) The training requirements for Class C 

3) UST performance under ARS § 49-1009       individuals under ARS § 49-1083 

1) Initial response procedures to an alarm or other indication of an emergency caused by a release or 

suspected release from a UST at the facility, including procedures for contacting a Class A or Class B 

individual and any emergency responder. 



- Automatic Tank Gauge 

(ATG) 

- Line Tightness Test 

- Line Leak Detector 

Test 

All need to be performed 

by an ADEQ-certified 

contractor.  

Annual Testing 



Monthly Release Detection 
Not all ATG’s are the same 

 



Monthly Release Detection 

Some methods are more 

labor intensive 



 
 

If metal is in contact with earthen material, 

cathodic protection is required.  

Cathodic Protection 



 

Physical Inspection: 

 
 - Secure area for inspection and walk area for any problems 

 - Inspect Spill Buckets 

 - Inspect Turbine Sumps 

 - Inspect dispensers 

 - Inspect overfill device 
 

 

  

 

Inspection Procedures 



Are Spill Buckets clean and able to be inspected? 

 
 

Physical Inspection 



Are Spill Buckets free from cracks and/or breaks? 
 

Physical Inspection 



Is the ATG working properly and not alarming? 
 

Physical Inspection 



Is the Turbine Sump clean? 
 

Physical Inspection 



Is Turbine Sump free of product? 

 

 
 

Physical Inspection 



Are sensors securely mounted per manufacturer’s specifications? 

 
 

Physical Inspection 



Are sumps free from corrosion? 

 

Physical Inspection 



Are repairs made to industry standards? 
 

Physical Inspection 



Are tanks sticks in good shape? 

 
 

Physical Inspection 



Are Dispensers clean and not leaking? 

 
 

Physical Inspection 



Are overfills working correctly? 
 

Physical Inspection 



Is the area free from active spills? 

 
 

Physical Inspection 



Is there a spill going in the street or in drains? 

 
 

Physical Inspection 



There are three results that can happen from a ADEQ UST 

Compliance Inspection 

 1.   IC or In Compliance-This is issued when no violations are 

found. 

  2.  NOC or Notice of Correction-This is issued when there are      

violations found, but they are not significant violations.  

Facilities are given 45 days to correct these issues.  Note:  

After 45 days the case is given to Compliance Officer and it 

can be escalated to a NOV and/or administrative order. 

 3.   NOV or Notice of Violation-This is issued when at least one 

significant violation is found.  When a NOV is given and not 

addressed immediately, an administrative order enforceable in 

Superior Court can be issued, and violation of this order as 

found in ARS 49-1013(C) can be assessed with civil penalties 

of up to $25,000 per day of violation. 

 

NOTE:  All results are public record and accessible by the media 

and EPA. 

 

Inspection Results 



 
 

Don’t be confused! 



You are not alone!!! 



 
 

Our Inspectors are here to help! 



Underground Storage Tank Financial 

Responsibility Requirements 
 

NISTM 2013 Arizona Storage Tank Conference 

 

 

Presented By: 

Denise L. McConaghy, P.E. 

 ADEQ WPD Financial Responsibility Program Manager 

WPD Financial Responsibility Program 



 

The FR rules require UST owners/operators to demonstrate FR for the corrective 

action costs and compensation of third parties arising from the releases of 

petroleum from USTs. 

 

• 40 CFR Part 280, Subpart H - Federal 

 

• A.R.S. §49-1006 – State statute (law) 

 

• A.A.C. R18-12-300 to 325 (Article 3) – State rule 

 

Federal/state governments and their agencies are not required to demonstrate 

FR if their debts/liabilities are the debts/liabilities of a state or the United States. 

 

Local/county government entities must comply with FR requirements for any 

USTs they own/operate. 

   

 

FR Rules & Regulations 



 

FR coverage to cover sudden and non-sudden accidental releases is needed. 

 

• It covers the cost of both on-site and off-site corrective action. 

 

• It covers both on-site and off-site third-party compensation - bodily injury and 

property damage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FR Coverage - Scope 



 

The required amounts of coverage depend on the owner/operator’s type of 

business, the amount throughput and the number of tanks. 

 

NOTE: The owner or the operator may provide FR coverage - but both are 

responsible if FR requirements are not complied with by either party! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FR Coverage – Required Amounts 



 

A large number of options are available to owners/operators to demonstrate that 

they comply with FR requirements. In Arizona the allowable financial assurance 

mechanisms are as follows: 

 

 

FR Coverage – Mechanisms 

Owners/operators may use one mechanism or a combination of mechanisms to 

meet FR obligations. 

All Owners/Operators: 
• Financial test of self-insurance 

• Corporate guarantee* 

• Insurance/risk retention group 

coverage 

• Surety bond* 

• Letter of credit 

• Certificate of deposit* 

• Trust fund 
*These mechanisms require that a standby  

trust fund be established. 

Additional Mechanisms for Use by 

Local/County Governments: 
• Local government financial test 

• Local government guarantee 

• Local government fund 

 



ADEQ FR Requirements 

Documentation showing compliance with FR requirements must be submitted to 

ADEQ on an annual basis. 

• All documentation must include a schedule of covered tanks. 

 

Insurance policy: 

• The endorsement or certificate (whichever is applicable) must be worded as 

specified in 40 CFR §280.97. 

 

NOTE: An ACORD is NOT acceptable 

documentation of FR compliance!! 

 

Certificate of Deposit: 

• The certification and agreement must be worded as specified in Appendix A of 

A.A.C. Title 18, Chapter 12. 

 

All other mechanisms :  

• Pertinent documents must be worded as specified in the applicable sections of 

40 CFR Part 280, Subpart H. 

 

 



Further Information/Questions: 
 

ADEQ UST Inspections and Compliance: 
Nick Velasquez (Manager):  (602)771-4315 

Matt Garcia (UST Inspector):  (602)771-4773 

Jason Rushmeyer (UST Inspector):  (602)771-4217 

Cynthia Ribitzki, M.S. (UST Inspector): (602)771-4466 

 

Financial Assurance Mechanisms: 
Denise L. McConaghy, P.E. 

ADEQ WPD FR Program Manager 

(602) 771-4110 

dlm@azdeq.gov 



Questions? 

 


