
Oil/Water Interceptors 

and Separators 

 

EPA Regulations: 

Overview and Update 

 



ÅOil/Water Interceptors and Separators are 

installed in surface water drainage systems 

to protect the environment from pollution 

by oils (and oil coated solids).  

ÅThey separate the oil from the water, and 

then retain the oil safely until it is removed. 

ÅThey are installed to contain oil leaks from 

vehicles and plant and accidental spills. 

ÅTo be effective, they need to be correctly 

designed, installed, and maintained. 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 



Why Are Oil/Water 

Separators So Important? 



PETROLEUM RELEASES ARE VERY COMMON  



OIL IS THE VISABLE POLLUTANT  



HARMFUL, EVEN IN LOW CONCENTRATIONS - 

OIL SHEEN ON STREAM  



 

 

 



ÅOil/Water or Oil/Solids Interceptors are 

designed to achieve a discharge 

concentration of less than 100 mg/L of oil 

under standard test conditions.  

ÅThey are suitable for dealing with 

discharges where a lower quality 

requirement applies, such as discharges to 

the sanitary sewer. 

 

 

 

 

Definition - Interceptor  



SAND/OIL INTERCEPTOR  

INSTALLED AT VEHICLE  

MAINTENANCE FACILITY FOR  

SEWER PRETREATMENT  



Sand/Oil Interceptor  

How It Works 



ÅOil/Water Separators are designed to 

achieve a discharge concentration of less 

than 15 mg/L of oil under standard test 

conditions.  

ÅThese separators are required for 

discharges to surface water drains and the 

water environment.  

ÅOil/Water Separators contain coalescing 

plates and devices, which draw the oil 

droplets together and facilitate separation. 

 

 

 

 

Definition - Separator  


