
What to Expect from 

the County Inspector

Joseph A Sowers

Environmental Supervisor II

Environmental Health & Preparedness Division

Pinellas County Health Department



Some Items to Consider

Who we regulate

 Assurance versus Insurance

 Less Than Perfect

County variations



Before the Annual Facility 

Inspection

Notification

 Letter, phone call, email, or site visit

 Tank programs may accept submittal of 

some or all records needing review prior 

to site inspection

 Electronic or mail



During the Annual Facility 

Inspection

 Physical inspection of visible portions of 

tank system

 ie – Sumps of every kind, spill containment 

units, overfill protection devices, 

dispensing systems, product piping, 

release detection devices, cathodic 

protection, etc



During the Annual Facility 

Inspection (continued)

Review of records

 ie – Proof of financial responsibility, CoFR, 

monthly release detection, annual 

operability tests, precision tests, repair, 

maintenance, placard, registration, etc.



After the Annual Facility 

Inspection

 A copy of the inspection

 A letter

 A response time frame



Inspection Form



Inspection Form



Inspection Form



Inspection Form



Inspection Form



Inspection Form



Inspection Form



Re-Inspection of Facility

When is it required?

What do we look at?



Closure Inspections

Different “levels”

Resolution of outstanding violations

Current Financial Responsibility

Observe site activities



Closure Inspections



Installation Inspections

Different “levels”

Complete System Installs

 What we look at

 Final inspection

 Common issues



Installation Inspections



When Issues Arise

Do your “home work” first

 Speak to inspector to get clarification 

and attempt establish good 

communication

 Speak to Supervisor or Program 

Manager within the county

 Speak with appropriate district office

 Speak with FDEP Tallahassee



Valuable Links

 FDEP PST Compliance Main Page

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/categories/tanks/default.htm

 FDEP FIRST Information Portal

http://epic229.dep.state.fl.us/WasteFirst/index.jsp

 FDEP PST Storage Tank Registration

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/categories/tanks/pages/registration.htm

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/categories/tanks/default.htm
http://epic229.dep.state.fl.us/WasteFirst/index.jsp
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/categories/tanks/pages/registration.htm


Contact Information

Joseph_Sowers@doh.state.fl.us

727.538.7277 xt 1133

mailto:Joseph_Sowers@doh.state.fl.us

